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To orient with the realization of ‘The Self’ and to 
equip with the passion for service unto creation.
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• To equip the clientele with meaningful skills for an 
enviable approach to life.

• To work in the direction of achieving autonomy 
with respect to course selection, evaluation and 
administration.

• To keep the academic and non-academic faculty 
abreast with the changing trends vis-à-vis professional 
expertise.

• To create conditions and building infrastructure to 
enable the institution with a potential for excellence 
to become a deemed university in the near future.

• To focus on societal development, research and 
extension viable to the contemporary issues.
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FROM
the PRINCIPAL’S DESK
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Esteemed Readers

We are delighted to present the current issue of the biannual Newsletter 
“Verinag 2018” to our revered readers. The present issue of the Newsletter 
provides insight of myriad activities carried out during the period under 
report by the college.
It is our endeavor to inspire the students achieve excellence in education, as 
also to hone their innate abilities; creative, literary and sporting to pave way 
for competing not only at the State level but also at the global level. We are 
committed to inculcate in the young minds, the urge to think independently 
and contribute towards the society in general. We strive to make the students 
fountainheads of knowledge, embodiment of compassion, pioneers of 
research and representatives of the cultural essence and harbingers of peace 
and prosperity.
Though our primary focus is on a vibrant academic ambiance but at the 
same time ample opportunities for participation in extra academic activities 
are put in place. As is evident from depictions inside, an enthusiastic participation of faculty and students was 
witnessed in diverse activities inside as well as outside the college. 
With an objective of excelling the caliber of human capital, a good number of faculty was deputed for 
participation in orientation and refresher courses, conferences and seminars, workshops and trainings at the 
state and the national level and also encouraged for publishing their research papers in journals of repute. 
Unprecedented student exchange programmes were arranged to different states of the country with a view to 
have hands on experience of diverse cultures of other states and exchange of ideas with their counterparts. Our 
students returned with a basket of laurels from there by showcasing their talent in cultural and artistic activities. 
Ample sports infrastructure has been put in place for excelling the sporting talent of the students. In tune with 
contemporary ICT demands, additional infrastructure on this account has also been established. A number of 
social outreach programmes were conducted by NSS Units of the College.
I appreciate the students who shared the joy of participation in co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 
along with their commitment to their curriculum. The faculty associated with the motivation and conduct of the 
activities deserve our applause.
I extend my deep gratitude to the convener publication division and his team for documenting and bringing out 
this issue of the Newsletter in such a beautiful style.

Wishing you all the best!

(Prof. B. A. Rather)
       Principal    
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We are honoured to present a fresh bouquet of accomplishments and success our institution has witnessed in 
the second session of 2018 compiled in yet another issue of the biannual college newsletter ‘Verinag’. Akin 
to the first one, the second half of the year too has been full of activities and learning. The college witnessed 
success and development in every sphere, owing to an ideal and conducive academic environment created 
by well-coordinated efforts of faculty and students under the able-guidance and leadership of our worthy 
Principal, Prof. Bashir Ahmad Rather.
 The present edition of ‘Verinag’ is filled with voluminous information about the activities organised by the 
college on the curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular fronts. Apart from routine teaching-learning 
process, the students actively participated in extension activities and outreach programmes, both within and 
outside the college. 
The college is on its way to take broader leaps to achieve the pinnacle of excellence in academic and 
infrastructural prospects. Our worthy Principal has been instrumental in engaging the faculty for fostering 
the growth, development and positive change in the institution ensuring students taste success while learning 
in a congenial academic atmosphere.
The activities covered in this newsletter are witness to the exemplary teamwork shown by both students and 
teaching & non-teaching staff of the institution. They all have worked hand-in-hand to take the institution to 
heights of progress and we are proud of the sincerity, honesty and passion with which every stakeholder has 
performed and even exceeded his or her expectations.
While compiling and editing this issue, we have tried our best to maintain the standards of quality and 
precision. However, as part of human behaviour, errors are bound to happen and as such, we shall be grateful 
to our esteemed readers for pointing out any such slip-ups their keen vision may pick up in this issue. We shall 
highly appreciate any constructive feedback from our readers in improving the standard of this newsletter.

                  Convenor                             Edited By
          
        

Dr. Fayaz Ahmad Sheikh                                   Nisar Ahmad Dharma   
  Associate Professor (Chemistry) &                         Faculty, Department of
   Coordinator, Dept. of Multimedia               Multimedia & Mass Communication
        and Mass Communication

  Layout & Design

  
Syed Aadil

  Faculty, Department of Multimedia and Mass Communication
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DEBATES AND SEMINARS
Encouraging Critical Thinking

Juvenile Protection 
Debates and Seminar Committee of the college in 
collaboration with Anjuman-e-Ameer Kabeer Mir 
Syed Ali Hamdani Trust organized one day Awareness 
programme on the theme, “Juvenile Protection Laws and 
Advancements in Technology” on 19th of July, 2018 in 
the College Auditorium.  In the first session , Advocate 
Shajina Shafi and Advocate Tariq Ahmad from District 
Legal Services Anantnag deliberated on the laws that 
govern  juvenile protection, followed by  a power point 
presentation made by Mr. Mehraj Khurshid Malik ( 
Software Engineer) on  Advancements in  Technology. 
In the second session a panel discussion was held to 
generate awareness among participants regarding 
existing Juvenile justice system. Both the sessions 
gave rise to a healthy and meaningful discussion.

With an aim to discuss and deliberate on issues and topics of interest and academic importance and to develop 
among the students the notion of critical thinking and reasoning beyond the norm, the College organised a number 
of seminars and debates on varied topics in the second half of the year 2018.

Entrepreneurship as Career
On July 31, 2018, Debates and Seminar Committee 
of the college organised one day programme on the 
theme “Entrepreneurship as Career Opportunity” in the 
College Auditorium. Resource persons who spoke on 
the occasion include Mr. Ali Mohd Lone, Lead District 
Manager J & K Bank Anantnag, Mr. Showkat Ahmad, 
Manager DIC Anantnag and Mr. Azmat Hussain, 
faculty JKEDI.The speakers shared their wisdom 
about the endless possibilities in Entrepreneurship as 
a career and impressed upon the youth to have drive, 
creativity and desire to be their own boss.

Islam and Democracy
An extension lecture on ‘Islam and Democracy’ 
by Dr. Tawseef Ahmad Parrey, Assistant Professor, 
GDC, Pulwama, was delivered in the College 
conference hall on July 20. Students and faculty 
members attended the lecture.
In his speech, the speaker remarked that the views 
of scholars on the role of Islam in democratization 

vary considerably. He in the same breath, however, 
acknowledged that democracy and Islam are 
fully compatible and didn’t adhere to the views 
as propounded by the western scholars’ vis-à-vis 
Islam and democracy. The learned audience held 
a meaningful discussion after culmination of the 
lecture.
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Islamic Banking and its 
future

On 4th of September 2018, Debates and Seminar 
Committee in collaboration with College Career 
Counselling cell organized an extension lecture 
in the Conference Hall. Dr. Mohammad Iqbal 
Malik from Government Degree College (Women) 

Kupwara delivered a talk on the theme, “Islamic 
Banking and its Future Prospectus”. “The future 
of Islamic banking is very bright if it is vigorously 
planned by the muslim world in cooperation with 
the state,” said the speaker. He also talked about 
the exponential growth of Islamic finance industry 
in many parts of the world over the past one decade 
and its enormous potential to replace traditional 
banking and work as parallel option.

What ails present 
Education

An extension lecture on the theme, “What Ails Present 
Education” was organised by Debates and Seminar 
Committee  in the College Conference Hall on October 05, 
2018. The invited speaker, Dr. Hamida Bano,  Professor 
in English at Kashmir University presented an overview 
of the major factors responsible for the ailing educational 
system presently in vogue across the country with special 
reference to the State of J& K. “A complete overhaul in the 
present system of Education is need of the hour to make it 
at par with west,” said the speaker. While stressing on the 
need to enhance the level of reasoning, imagination and 
creativity among the budding learners, she pitched for 
drastic changes both in curriculum and assessment and 
evaluation. The discourse generated a healthy discussion 
and many participants didn’t fully endorse the viewpoint 
of the resource person.

Sheikh-ul-Alam Day
On October 11, an extension lecture on the eve of 
‘Sheikh-ul-Alam Day’ was delivered by Dr. Sameer 
Shafi Siddiqi in the College Conference Hall. Faculty 
members and students attended the lecture that mainly 
focussed on the life of the great preacher Sheikh-
ul-Alam, Sheikh Noor-ud-Din Noorani (RA). The 
learned speaker talked about the spiritual aspect of 
Sheikh-ul-Alam’s life and his mission in spreading the 
divine message of Islam across the State. Mr. Nisar 
Nadeem, Assistant Professor, Departrment of Kashmiri 
highlighted the role of Sheikh-ul-Alam as a poet in 
understanding the holy Quran in local dialect. Both the 
speakers admitted that the efforts of Sheikh-ul-Alam 
proved vital in the inclination of the local populace 
towards Islam.

Inter-college Essay 
Competition 

An inter-college Essay Competition on the theme 
“Unity in Diversity” was organized by the college on 
September 18, 2018. Students from South-Kashmir 
colleges participated in the event. Prof. Master Showkat 
Ali, Convenor, Debates and Seminars Committee 
supervised the event while as Prof. Imtiyaz Ahmad 
and Dr. Shabir Ahmad Taing evaluated the essays. M. 
Salman Bhat of the host college bagged the 1st position 
while as Gousia Jan from GDC, D.H. Pora and Idrees 
Bakhtyar from GDC Dooru bagged the 2nd and 3rd 
positions respectively.

DEBATES AND SEMINARS
Encouraging Critical Thinking
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Swachhta Pakhwada: August 
1 to 15

To observe the Swachhta Pakhwada, the NSS units 
of the college conducted many activities/programmes 
from August 01 to 15, 2018.
On August 01, a day-long seminar on Swachhta 
(cleanliness) was organized to apprise NSS volunteers/
students about its contours. The event ended with the 
“Swachhta Shapath” (cleanliness oath) taken by the 
Principal of the college, NSS programme officers, 
teachers and NSS volunteers.
To ensure that the institution including the vast 
campus is plastic free, the NSS wing of the college 
carried out cleanliness drive on August 2nd and 3rd. 
During the activity, classrooms, laboratories, library, 
toilets, auditorium and the whole landscape were 
cleaned and made plastic free.  
On August 4, the NSS units visited the forest patch 
adopted by them for plantation and maintenance.  
On August 5, the NSS units identified the places 
within the campus that need further plantation and 
maintenance.
To generate awareness among people of adopted 

village/slum area about the importance of cleanliness 
in their surroundings, the NSS Volunteers, on August 
6, made a visit and held door to door campaign. 

Informative material in the form of leaflets, handouts 
was distributed among the villagers.
On August 7-8, a day camp at Pahalgam was organized 
in which various cleanliness-related activities were 
carried out.
On August 10, the NSS units carried out a cleanliness 
drive at Hazratbal, Khiram.
Two day intensive cleaning of the adopted villages/
slums was carried out by the NSS units on August 
11 and 12. Efforts were made to involve local people 
so that they understand the dignity of labour and 
develop a habit of keeping their surroundings clean.
On August 13, the NSS units carried out a cleanliness 
drive at Hospitals/Primary Health centres of the 
district including Railway station, Anantnag.

On August 14, all the NSS Units organized rallies 
depicting various messages of cleanliness on banners 
and placards to create awareness among the masses.
On August 15, a meeting of NSS volunteers under the 
Chairmanship of the Head of the Institution was held to 
discuss the future plans of sustaining cleanliness in the 
campus and declare the college as ‘clean institution’.

National Service Scheme
Striving for a clean, healthy & conscious society

With an aim to instill the notion of environmental awareness in the society and among the students, the National 
Service Scheme (NSS) wing of the college organised a slew of activities in the second half of 2018. Overall, the 
activities had a positive impact both on the environment and those participating in them.
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Road Safety awareness
The NSS units of the college in collaboration with 
MMABH, District Hospital, Anantnag, organized 
one-day “Road Safety Awareness Programme” 
on August 4, 2018 in the college auditorium. On 
the occasion, experts from traffic department 
deliberated on the do’s and don’ts of safe travel 
on roads. The audience appreciated the vital inputs 
vis-à-vis road safety and pledged to avoid wrong 
driving along with dissemination of the knowledge 
regarding safe travel to their near and dear 
ones. 

International Youth Day
Each year, the college organizes various 
activities on the occasion of International 
Youth Day. The aim of all such activities 
is to spread awareness among the common 
masses, especially the budding youth, 
about the vital national and international 
issues pertaining to youth and their role in 
shaping the society. The theme of IYD 2018 
was “Safe Spaces for Youth”. 
In this regard, the college organized a 
number of activities under the ambit of Red 
Ribbon Club and NSS in collaboration with 
J&K State AIDS Control Society, Health 
and Medical Education Department, J&K. 

Extension Lecture: An extension lecture on 
the theme “Philosophical perception of Youth: 
Relevance in contemporary times” was delivered by 
Prof. Younis Ahmad Bhat (Assistant Professor, Pol. 
Science, GDC Anantnag) in the college conference 
hall. The lecture presided over by the Principal, 
Prof. B. A. Rather was attended by  students and 
faculty of the college. The lecture was followed by 
an interactive session that proved highly fruitful 
for the students.

In continuation, a quiz competition modertaed by 
Professor Gh. Jeelani Teeli was organized 
in which four teams from the college 
participated. Besides, an intra-college 
seminar on the theme “Safe Spaces for 
Youth” was conducted wherein a good 
number of students participated.
In addition to this, a rally was organised 
by students of the college displaying 
varied banners, placards and posters 
highlighting the theme of IYD 2018. 
The rally started from the conference 
hall, passed through the campus towards 
the Khanabal Chowk, and culminated in 
the college NSS Park. 

National Service Scheme
Striving for a clean, healthy & conscious society
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National Service Scheme
Striving for a clean, healthy & conscious society

Kashmiri Youth Exchange 
Programme 2018-19

Five groups, comprising of 20 NSS volunteers of the 
college accompanied by  two faculty members each, 
participated in  “Kashmiri Youth Exchange Programme 
2018-19” organized by Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan, 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of 
India and supported by Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Government of India. 
This programme provided the participants an 
opportunity to introspect, appreciate, and compare 
understandings on different socio-cultural, religious, 
political, economic and environmental situation.
The participants were acquainted with technological 
improvements, industrial advancements, 
developmental activities, skill development, 
education and employment opportunities at host 
places.
Students participated in various seminars, panel 
discussions, skill development activities, lectures, 
brain-storming sessions, industrial visits, food 
festivals, sharing of local best practices, language 
learning sessions, career guidance counselling, 
nation building programmes, cultural programmes, 
visits to villages to familiarize with rural life, 
traditions and customs, visits to museums and 
historical places, interaction with youth icons and 

eminent social personalities of various walks of life, 
etc. 
Before departure to their respective destinations, 

briefing sessions for each group were conducted 
in the college conference hall in which worthy 
principal, Prof. B. A. Rather, District Coordinator, 
NYK Anantnag, Nazir Ahmad Shah and NSS 
Programme officers provided necessary guidance 
to the volunteers. All the participants were provided 
track suits by NYK. 
Group 1 participants toured Kolkata from September 
17 to 24, 2018. They were accompanied by Ghulam 
Jeelani Teli and Suheel Ahmad.
Group 2 participants toured Chennai from September 
26 to October 2, 2018 and were accompanied by 
Shahzad Ahmad Bhat and Showkat Ahmad Hajam.
Accompanied by Irshad Ahmad Bhat and Arif 
Hussain Wani, Group 3 toured Bhubaneshwar in 

Orissa from October 1 to 6, 2018. 
Group 4 toured Bangalore from October 4 to October 
9, 2018. Prof. Raja Wiqar Parray and Prof. Syed Idrees 
Ahmad accompanied the group. 
Group 5 accompanied by Prof. Nisar Ahmad Kumar 
and Prof. Sheeraz Ahmad Wani toured Hyderabad 
from December 11 to December 16, 2018. 
On their return, the volunteers who visited different 
destinations appreciated the facilities and logistics 
provided by the organizers and requested the principal 
of the college to organize such events on regular 
basis.
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Swachhta Hi Sewa
To commemorate “Swachhta Hi Sewa”, the NSS units of the college conducted several activities on September 
15, 2018 as given under:

S. No. Name of the Activities/
Programme

No. of  Adopted 
villages

No. of NSS Volunteers

Male Female Total
01. Awareness Drives For Cleaning of 

Streets, Drain & Back Alleys
2 30 15 45

02. Door to Door Meetings 2 12 4 16

03. Awareness Campaigns 2 30 20 50
04. Village Level Rallies 1 42 18 60

05. Wall Paintings Made by NSS 
Units  

0 2 2 4

06 Any Other Activity 0 20 15 35

136 74 210

                     

National Service Scheme
Striving for a clean, healthy & conscious society

Daan Utsav
To inculcate sense of belongingness and concern 
towards the underprivileged, ‘Daan Utsav’ was 
celebrated by NSS units of the college from 
October 2 to October 8, 2018.
The celebrations started with inaugural-cum-
awareness programme held in the conference hall of 
the college that was presided over by the principal, 
Prof. B. A. Rather and attended by students and 

faculty members of the college. Sameena Ismail 
(NSS Programme Officer) highlighted the rationale 
behind celebrating ‘Daan Utsav’. 
While speaking on the occasion, Principal of the 
College, Prof. B. A. Rather, urged the faculty to 
donate generously so that the desired purpose can 
be achieved. The NSS volunteers collected the Daan 
from the staff (teaching and non-teaching) members 
and the students of the college. 
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150th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi
To commemorate 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma 
Gandhi, the college under the aegis of NSS and Debates 
& Seminar Committee proposed a year-long calendar of 
activities from October 2, 2018 to 2nd October 2019. 
The activities started with an extension lecture on the 
theme “Gandhian Values: Relevance in Contemporary 
Times” delivered by Prof. Aadil Bashir, Assistant 
Professor, Dept. of Political Science in the conference 
hall of the college. The proceedings of the event 
were carried out by convener Debates and Seminar 
Committee, Prof. Master Showkat Ali.

National Service Scheme
Striving for a clean, healthy & conscious society

Constitution Day-2018
On the eve of Constitution Day observed in India 
every year on 26th November, the college NSS units 
participated in the celebrations by conducting following 
activities with active support from the Department of 
Political science. 
The celebrations started with the inaugural function 
held in the conference hall of the college on November 
26, 2018. The function was presided over by the worthy 
Principal, Prof. Bashir Ahmad Rather and attended by 
the faculty and students of the college. 
At the outset, worthy Principal threw light on the 

essence of the Indian constitution. Then the Principal 
along with the faculty and students read out the 
preamble of the Indian Constitution. 
This was followed by a lecture on the theme “Preamble: 
The Idea of India” delivered by Prof. Khurshid Ahmad 
Mir, Assistant Professor Dept. of Political Science.
On November 28, an extension lecture on the theme 
“How a Country Functions under Constitution” was 
delivered by Prof. Farooq Ahmad Malik. 
Similarly, on November 29, an essay Competition 
on the theme “Constitution of India in Theory 
and Practice” was conducted in which 20 students 
participated. In the competition, Mohsin Yousuf Itoo 
got 1st position while as 2nd and 3rd positions were 
bagged by Shabahat Ashraf Rather and Zakir Reyaz 
Padder respectively.
On December 1, a debate on the theme “Freedom of 
Speech and Expression in India” was held in which the 
students spoke in favour and against the motion. Prof. 
Gazenfur Ali and Prof. Zahid Gulzar Rather acted as 
jury. 
Arsalan Vaid emerged as the winner followed by 
Junaid Iqbal and Himayun Ashraf as 2nd and 3rd 
position holders in the competition. The debate was 
followed by valedictory function in which the winners 
were felicitated by the Principal. The event concluded 
with the vote of thanks proposed by Sameena Ismail, 
who also regulated the proceedings of the event.
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World AIDS Day
Creating awareness and fulfilling societal 
responsibilities have always been of prime importance 
in Government Degree College, Anantnag. Continuing 
on similar lines, the college NSS wing and Red Ribbon 
Club, in order to spread awareness among the students, 
organised a joint function to celebrate the World AIDS 
Day. 
A guest lecture was 
organised in which 
Dr. Umar Yasir Balti 
from District Health 
Department, Anantnag 
acted as the resource 
person. The function was 
presided over by worthy 
Principal of the College, 
Prof. Bashir Ahmad 
Rather. 
Sameena Ismail, NSS 
Programme Officer, 
enlightened the gathering 
about the year’s theme ‘Know Your Status’ and also 
pointed out that year 2018 marked the 30th anniversary 
of ‘World Aids Day’. 
Thereafter, the invited guest Dr. Balti shared his 
knowledge about AIDS with the students. He talked at 
length about HIV virus, its mode of transmittance and 

the life cycle of the virus. He explained the development 
of AIDS and its mode of action in the host cells. 
Further, Dr. Balti talked about the available medicines 
and their efficacy in restricting the disease progression. 
His talk invited a number of questions from students 
and faculty members which made the event result 
oriented and productive. 
Principal of College, Prof. B. A. Rather, in his 
presidential address, remarked that youth are the most 

vulnerable segment of the 
society as far as the spread 
of AIDS is concerned 
and it is only through 
right guidance of young 
students that the disease 
can be controlled. He aptly 
said that celebrating such 
days is the only measure 
that ensures that young 
people are made aware of 
such issues that are largely 
stigmatized in the society. 
Further, the Principal 

announced the distribution 
of pamphlets on AIDS among the students. The function 
concluded with presentation of memento to the invited 
speaker by the Principal of College. Lastly, Sameena 
Ismail presented the vote of thanks to the gathering. 
Dr. Minerva Ghani (Assistant Prof., Biotechnology) 
recorded minutes of the event.

National Service Scheme
Striving for a clean, healthy & conscious society

Participation
 Sameena Ismail (NSS Programme Officer) attended a meeting held at Amar Singh College, Cluster 
University, Srinagar with regard to conduct of “District Youth Parliament” on August 9, 2018.

 Sameena Ismail (NSS Programme Officer) and seven NSS volunteers participated in the NSS Day 
organized by the University of Kashmir on September 24, 2018. The volunteers presented a Qawali on this 
occasion that was appreciated by all the attendees.

        Four NSS volunteers namely Basit Bashir Itoo, Ifshana Jandoo, Muzamil Bashir and Peerzada Naveed 
Suhail participated in various events of 8th Intra-University Youth Festival “Sonzal-2018” orgaized by University 
of Kashmir from December 12 to 20, 2018. Muzamil Bashir bagged third position in the Clay Modeling event 
during the competition.
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Plantation in Herbal Garden
With the advent of planting season, fifteen to twenty 
varieties of medicinally important plants such 
as Melissa, Artimisia, Lavender, Thymus, Rose 
Geranium, Oscimum, Perithum, Bergenia, etc. were 
planted in the herbal garden of the college. 
The planting material was procured from Indian 
Institute of Integrative medicine, Sanat Nagar, 
Srinagar. 
The plantation was carried out by the Principal, 
Prof. B. A. Rather, along with faculty members of 
the Department of Biotechnology and other senior 
faculty members of the college.

Foundation Course for 
Biotechnology
For the last few years, it 
has been witnessed that 
the students who opt 
Biotechnology as one of the 
subjects are generally poor 
in basic concepts. 
As such, most of them 
fail to comprehend the 
subject which needs basic 
understanding of physical, 
chemical and biological 
sciences. In this backdrop, the 
department started a 2-credit 
course titled “Foundation course for Biotechnology”, 
to strengthen the basics of Biotechnology students 
to enable them to understand the subject in the real 
sense and ultimately pave way for the quality output. 
The course started from 19th November 2018 with 
inaugural function held in the conference hall of the 
college at 12:00 noon.

                      Participation
Mrs. Sameena Ismail (Assistant Professor, 1. 
Biotechnology) acted as resource person in 
“GloBiL’s Bio-Entrepreneurship Summit (GBS-
2018)” organized by GloBiL’s Agri and Food 
Enterprises in collaboration with Valiant Business 
Media, London, U.K on 25th of July, 2018 at IGC, 
Lassipora Pulwama.
Mrs. Sameena Ismail (Assistant Professor, 2. 
Biotechnology) attended a meeting held at Amar 
Singh College, Cluster University, Srinagar with 
regard to conduct of “District Youth Parliament” 
on 09-08-2018.
Mrs. Sameena Ismail attended one day “NAAC 3. 
Awareness Workshop” organized by DIQA, 
university of Kashmir in collaboration with Central 
University Kashmir on 30th August, 2018.
Mrs. Sameena Ismail (Assistant Professor, 4. 

Biotechnology) and 
Dr. Mohd Ashraf Khan 
(Assistant Professor, 
Biotechnology) attended 
meeting of Board of 
Undergraduate Studies in 
Biotechnology for framing 
syllabus of Discipline 
Specific Electives for 5th & 
6th semester (CBCS-2018) 
held at Department of 
Biotechnology, University 
of kashmir, Srinagar on 30-
11-2018.

Mrs. Sameena Ismail and Dr. Minerva Ghani 5. 
presented a poster on the theme “Vermicomposting: 
Huge Returns From a Simple Technology” in the 
Two Day National Conference on “Science in 
Development (SiD-2018)” organized by Sri Pratap 
College, Cluster University Srinagar from 3rd 
December to 4th December 2018.

Department of Biotechnology 
A session full of activities and learning

Among the most active Departments of the college, the Department of Biotechnology, apart from routine teaching-
learning and evaluation, carried out various activities in the second half of 2018.
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National Cadet Corps 
Inculcating discipline, teamwork and dedication

The National Cadet Corps (NCC) wing of the 
College had a session full of activities and training 
programmes in which the cadets performed 
exceptionally well.
All these training programmes were aimed to 
provide a suitable environment to motivate and 
shape the career of the youth, while helping them 
to develop character, comradeship, discipline, 
leadership, secular outlook, spirit of adventure, 
and ideals of selfless service.
The second half of the year started with participation 
of one NCC Cadet of the college in Advanced 
Mountaineering Course (AMC) held at Himachal 
Pradesh from July 01-28, 2018.
19 cadets  received the exposure and apt training 
during the Basic Leadership Camp held in Nagrota 
Jammu from July 13 to 22. 
One more cadet participated in Special  Basic 
Mountaineering Course (SBMC) held at Tangmarg 
Srinagar from July 14 to August 02.
Thereafter, a Special National Integration Camp 
was organised in Leh, Ladakh from August 2 to 11 
in which several NCC cadets from the College Wing 
participated and brought laurels to the institution.
The NCC cadets participated in a similar National 
Integration Camp held in Gujarat from August 24 to 
September 7. 6 cadets of the wing also participated 
in Advanced Leadership Camp at Punjab from 
September 07 to 18.
A Para Basic Course held in Agra UP from 
September 01 to September 22 was attended by 
various members of the NCC Wing. NCC theory 
classes and drills were conducted regularly with the 
help of P.I. Staff. Besides, the cadets were trained 
on rock climbing, disaster management and local 
trekking programmes.
19 cadets of the wing attended Combined Annual 
Training Camp (CATC) at Nagrota Jammu from 
September 15-27.
The cadets of the College NCC Wing also attended 
a similar Basic Mountaineering Camp from 
October 21 to October 28, 2018 at Utter Pradesh. 
Another batch of cadets participated in the National 
Integration Camp held at Rajasthan from October 

25 to November 05, 2018..
The year ended with the NCC Wing attending 
the Republic Day Camp at Nagrota Jammu from 
December 1 to 10.
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Promoting Culture and Learning 

Apart from providing quality education to its students, the Government Degree College, Anantnag, makes a point 
to serve the rich cultural heritage of the state – the languages spoken here and the vast history and traditions which 
encompass our social lives – by organising and encouraging programmes aimed at making people aware of our 
rich legacies. 
In this regard, the College organised a slew of cultural activities in the second half of the year too. 

Qawali Competition

On September 8, the College, in collaboration with 
J&K Academy of Art, Culture and Languages, 
Srinagar, organised an Inter-College Qawali 
Competition of Kashmir Division Colleges in 
the College auditorium. The event saw avid 
participation from various colleges of the region 
and drew a lot of positive feedback from the guests 
and the students present. Chief guest on the 
occasion, Dr. Aziz Hajni, Secretary, JKAACL in 
his presidential remarks appreciated the efforts 
of the college in organizing such unique cultural 
events and assured the college administration of 
full financial assistance in organisation of culture 
related events at the college.
Principal of the college, Prof. B.A. Rather in his 
remarks said that such functions minimise the 
adverse effects of post-modern alienation on the 
connections of youth with their rich culture and 
tradition. Two jury members Mr. Athar Hussain 
Balpori and Mr. Fayaz Ahmad Bhat deputed by 

Cultural academy judged the performances on the 
occasion.

Govt. Degree College for women, Baramulla 
emerged as winner while as the host college 
bagged second position in the event.

Gojri Conference
The college organized one-day state level Gojri 
Conference on October 6, 2018 in collaboration 
with J&K Academy of Art, Culture and Languages, 
Srinagar. Three eminent scholars presented 
research papers on the theme ‘Gojri language: 
Challenges and prospects’. Students of the host 
college, students of adopted Gujjar-Bakerwal 
School Khanabal and cultural groups registered 
with JKAACL presented a colourful cultural 

programme. The cultural groups in traditional 
attire coupled with melodious voice, enthralled 
and captivated the audience. 
Dr. Shahnawaz, a noted writer and Ab. Hamid 
Kasana, broadcaster and writer added colour to the 
function by their esteemed presence. Mushaira in 
Gojri language also featured in the event.
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With an aim to bring to the fore the 
contribution of Urdu in our culture 
and literature and to highlight the 
issues pertaining to the language, 
the Department of Urdu organized a 
two-day national seminar on ‘Urdu 
Language and Literature in Sub-
continent: Present and Future’ in the 
College Auditorium on October 24 
and 25.
A large gathering of academicians, 
professors, scholars and students 
across various states participated in 
the seminar which started with the 
playing of College tarana followed by 
the incense burning in the traditional 
censer ‘Kangri’.
The Chief Guest of the event was Professor Altaf 
Anjum, literary critic and professor Distance 
Education, University of Kashmir, Srinagar.
The function was presided over by renowned 
academician Professor Bashir Ahmad Nehvi.
The function was also graced by Professor 
Mushtaq Ali, Principal GDC, Dooru and Professor 
Nazir Ahmad Charag, Principal GDC, Bijbehara. 
Professor Bashir Ahmad Rather, the Principal of 
the host college, in his welcome address stressed 

upon the importance of organizing such seminars 
to preserve our languishing languages.
Professor Sajad Ahmad Sultan, Head department 
of Urdu, GDC Anantnag in his keynote address 
delineated upon the importance of the theme of the 
seminar.
The inaugural function was followed by four 
technical sessions. 30 research scholars presented 
their research papers and were followed by question 
answer sessions.
The valedictory function was graced by Director 
Colleges, Higher Education Department J&K, 

Professor Zahoor Ahmad Chat.
He congratulated the Principal and 
staff of the college for shouldering 
the responsibilities of serving the 
languages in contemporary times.
The Principal of the host college, 
Professor Bashir Ahmad Rather, 
in his valedictory speech stressed 
upon the need to delve deep in 
varied dimensions of the Urdu 
language to preserve and enrich it.
The words of gratitude were 
presented by Dr Manzoor Ahmad 
Kumar and the proceedings of the 
inaugural session were conducted 
by Professor Nisar Nadeem.

National-level Seminar on Urdu
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Principal Leading from the front

Principal of the college, Prof. Bashir 
Ahmad Rather apart from mentoring 
the progression led from the front and 
proved exemplary for the staff and 
students as he participated in a number 
of activities and earned commendation 
from all fronts. Prof. Bashir Ahmad 
Rather:  

Attended two day workshop on ,” • 
Roadmap for Quality Enhancement of 
Higher Education in J & K” organised 

by Department of Higher Education 
Govt. of J & K in collaboration 
with National Higher Education 
Resource Centre MHRD and TISS 
initiative  on August ,01 and August, 
03 ,2018 at SKICC Srinagar. During 
the workshop deliberations on 
opportunities, challenges solution 
for short term/long term goals and 
quality enhancement in Institutions 
of Higher Education were made.

Attended one day NAAC Awareness • 
Workshop  organised by DIQA, 
University of Kashmir in Collaboration 
with Central University of Kashmir on 
30.08.2018 at Kashmir University.
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Attended one day workshop on “ Start-• 
Up yatra in J & K “ at JKEDI Pampore on 
September 20, 2018.  

Attended Alumni meet of GDC( Women) • 
M. A. Road Srinagar on 30.10.2018 as a 
Special Guest.

Was felicitated on 72nd Independence • 
Day by the District Administration in 
recognition of his meritorious services 
rendered for improving academic standards 
in GDC Anantnag.

Nominated by Hon’able Vice Chancellor • 
as a member on the Academic Council 
University of Kashmir for a period of 
three years w.e.f November,2018.

Has been awarded Certificate • 
of Partnership in recognition of his 
contribution and active participation 
during the “Swasth Bharat Yatra”, a Pan-
India Cyclothon on 16.11.2018. 

Was awarded with a certificate by • 
Internshala for his efforts in promoting 
the culture of internships among students 
on the occasion of Internship Day held 
on August 25, 2018. Through these 
efforts, almost 300 students from the 
college registered themselves online for 
different internship programmes.
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Dr. Mohd Ashraf Khan, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Biotechnology co-authored a research 
paper titled “Characterising N-acetyl glucosaminyl 
phosphatidylinositol de-N-acetylase (CaGpi12), 
the enzyme that catalyses the second step of GPI 
biosynthesis in Candida albicans”  in FEMS Yeast 
Research.

Dr. Mohd Ashraf Khan attended two-day National • 
Workshop on “Nanoscience: Opportunity and 
Challenges” conducted by Islamic University of 
Science and Technology, Awantipora on 4-5th 
September, 2018.

Dr. Mohd Ashraf Khan successfully completed • 
refresher course in Life Sciences and Biotechnology 
conducted by HRDC, JNU w.e.f 08-10-2018 to 02-11-
2018.

Ms. Minerva Ghani, Assistant Professor, Department • 
of Biotechnology co-authored a research paper titled 
“Induction of powdery mildew resistance in gerbera 
(Gerbera jamesonii) through gamma radiation.” in 
journal of Physiology and Molecular Biology of Plants. 
Doi: 10.1007/s12298-018-0613-5.

Prof. Sajad Ahmad Sultan, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Urdu acted as Organizing Secretary 
in Two Day National Seminar on “Urdu Language 
and Literature in Subcontinent: Present and Future” 
organized by Government Degree College, Anantnag 
on October 24-25, 2018.

Prof. Sajad Ahmad Sultan presented a paper titled • 
“Muasir Urdu Sahafat: Masail wa Imkanat (Jammu wa 
Kashmir ke tanzur mein)” in Two Day National Seminar 
on “Urdu Language and Literature in Subcontinent: 
Present and Future” organized by Government Degree 
College, Anantnag on October 24-25, 2018. 

Prof. Sajad Ahmad Sultan participated in two day • 
International Conference on the theme “Urdu Zuban aur 
Science: Ishtirak wa Iftiraq” organized by Directorate 

of Distance Education, university of Kashmir on 
September 24-25, 2018 and presented a paper titled 
“Urdu Zuban mein Scienci Rasail”.

Prof. Sajad Ahmad Sultan published a paper titled • 
“Hamidi Kashmiri ki Shairi Khidmat” in monthly 
Sabras Journal, Hyderabad in July 2018 edition.

Prof. Sajad Ahmad Sultan published a paper titled • 
“Makatib-i-Iqbal mein Falsafa-e-Tassawuf” in the 
journal Urdu mein Khatoot Nigari: Riwayat aur 
Tasalsul ke Imkanat.

Prof. Sajad Ahmad Sultan participated as Observer in • 
two day Urdu Conference entitled “Jammu Kashmir 
ka Muasir Urdu Adab” organized by Jammu and 
Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and Languages on 
October 3-4, 2018 at Tagore Hall Srinagar.

Prof. Kowser Ahmad Ganai, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of History was engaged by the University 
of Kashmir as external examiner for School Internship-
cum-Practice of Teaching for B.Ed. 3rd  and 4th 
semesters enrolled through Institute of Advanced 
Studies in Education (batch 2016-18), Directorate 
of Distance Education and School of Education and 
Behavioural Science (batch 2015-17)  of Centre 
Numbers 36,37,38 and 39 located at Al-Sarwat Convent 
Secondary Institute, Anantnag from November 26 to 
November 29, 2018. He evaluated 200 students.

Dr. Shahzada Ashraf Maqbool, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Political Science attended refresher 
course in Human Rights organized by UGC-Human 
Resource Development Centre, University of Jammu 
from November 19 to December 10, 2018.

Prof. Bahar Ahmad Mir, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Botany presented a paper in 
‘International Conference on Worldwide Research 
Initiatives for Agriculture, Science and Technology’ 
held at University of Kashmir from October 24 to 26, 
2018.

Faculty Development
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Dr. Waheed Ahmad Khanday, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Chemistry attended four week 80th 
General Orientation Course at UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, University of Kashmir from 
September 28 to November 01, 2018.

Prof. Shabir Ahmed Bhat, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Chemistry attended four week 80th 
General Orientation Course at UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, University of Kashmir from 
September 28 to November 01, 2018.

Prof. Manzoor Ahmad Hajam, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Economics attended four week 80th 
General Orientation Course at UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, University of Kashmir from 
September 28 to November 01, 2018.

Prof. Mohammad Suliman Dar, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Botany presented a paper in the 
National Conference on “Climate change and Human 
Health: Issues, Concerns and Opportunities” held on 
Oct. 8-9, 2018 organized by Department of Zoology 
and Environmental Science, Govt. Degree College 
Bijbehara.

Prof. Mohammad Suliman Dar presented a paper in • 
the International Conference on “Worldwide Research 
Initiatives for Agriculture, Science, & Technology” 
held on Oct. 24-26, 2018 at University of Kashmir.

Prof. Mohammad Suliman Dar presented a poster in • 
the National Interdisciplinary Conference on “Science 
in Development” held on Dec. 3-4, 2018 organised by 
Department of  Environment and Water Management 
& P. G. Department of Environmental Sciences, Sri 
Pratap College M. A. Road, Srinagar.

Prof. Mohammad Suliman Dar participated and • 
successfully completed the training course on 
“Classical and Modern Methods in Plant Taxonomy 
and Biosystematics” at CSIR-National Botanical 
Research Institute, Lucknow, from December 14-21, 
2018.

Prof. Mohammad Suliman Dar published a paper • 
“Ethno-Veterinary uses of some plants by Gujjar and 
Bakerwal community in Hirpora Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Kashmir Himalaya” in SKUAST Journal of Research 
20(2): 2018, 181-186.  

Prof. Mudasir Hassan Dar, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Physics published a paper titled 
“Saturable and Reverse Saturable Absorption of a 
Cu2O-Ag Nanoheterostructure” in the Journal of 
Material Sciences in August , 2018.

Prof. Mudasir Ahmad Bhat, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Mathematics participated in 2-Day 
National Level Workshop on “Geometrical 
Interpretation of Mathematical Concepts” at 
Department of Mathematics, University of Kashmir 
on August 28-29, 2018.

Prof. Vahida Akhter, Assistant Professor, Department • 
of Computer Applications participated and presented a 
poster in the two-day National Interdisciplinary Science 
Conference on the theme “Science in Development” at 
Sri Pratap College, Srinagar on December 3-4, 2018.

Prof. Master Showkat Ali, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of english presented a paper titled “Man 
and Nature: Exploring the Ecocritical Concerns 
in Select Poetry of Emily Dickinson”  in one day 
National Conference on the theme Ecocriticism: Global 
Perspectives on Environmental Changes and Challenges 
organized by the Jammu and Kashmir Research at Work 
(JK RAW) in collaboration with Govt. Degree College 
Kokernag, Anantnag on  August 7, 2018.

Prof. Master Showkat Ali presented a paper titled • 
“Seeking Refuge in Local and Global: A Postcolonial 
Study of Elfriede Jelineks Charges” in an International 
Conference on Literature (ICL 2018) on the theme 
Contemporary Perspectives on/in Postcolonial 
and Diasporic Literature and Theory organized 
by Postgraduate Students Club (PGSC) School of 
Humanities (PPIK), UNIVERSITI SAINS, PENANG, 
MALAYSIA on July 25-26, 2018. 

Prof. Syed Idrees Ahmad, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Commerce attended four week 81st 
General Orientation Course at UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, University of Kashmir from 
November 12 to December 13, 2018.

Dr. Kaneez Fatima, Assistant Professor, Department of • 
Economics attended refresher course in Environmental 
Science organized by UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, University of Jammu from 
October 15 to November 04, 2018.
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Faculty Development

Prof. Mir Mohammad Masood, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Chemistry published a research 
paper titled “1,2,3-Triazole–quinazolin-4(3H)-one 
conjugates: evolution of ergosterol inhibitor as anti-
candidal agent” in the RSC Advances Journal in 
November, 2018.

Prof. Mir Mohammad Masood participated in three • 
weeks refresher course in Chemistry at UGC-Human 
Resource Development Centre, University of Jammu 
from December 03, to December 23, 2018.

Prof. Heena Qadir, Assistant Professor, Department • 
of Sociology participated in one week Faculty 
Development Program on Research Methodology 
from October 08 to 12, 2018 at Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi University, Katra Jammu.

Prof. Ummar Muhammad, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Computer Applications attended one 
day Orientation Workshop on Massive Open Online 
Courses (MOOCS) development sponsored by 
UGC-CEC, New Delhi at Educational Multimedia 
Research Centre (EMMRC), University of Kashmir 
on September 25, 2018.

• 
Prof. Ummar Muhammad as part of MHRD’s flagship • 
programme delivered a guest lecture on Information 
Technology at Govt. Model Higher Secondary School, 
Marhama on July 18, 2018.

Prof. Azad Hussain Khan, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Seed Technology presented a paper 
in International Conference on Worldwide Research 
Initiatives for Agriculture , Science& Technology, 
held at University of Kashmir from October 24 to 26, 
2018.

Prof. Muzamil Ahmad Teli, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Physics presented a paper titled “A 
Study of Multiphase flow in Resistive Plate Chambers” 
at COMSOL Conference 2018, Bangalore on August 
10, 2018.

Prof. Gh. Jeelani Teeli, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of Commerce attended four week 81st 
General Orientation Course at UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, University of Kashmir from 
November 12 to December 13, 2018.

Prof. Gh. Jeelani Teeli delivered a lecture on the topic • 
“Financial Education Awareness” in the Audio-visual 
centre of the college on August 03, 2018.

Mr. Rafiq Ahmad Rather, Librarian published a paper • 
titled “Applicability and Capability of Generalized 
Gamma Model using R-Software” in the Journal of 
Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research, 
Volume 5, Issue 7.

Mr. Rafiq Ahmad Rather presented a paper titled “Best • 
Library Practices of Government Degree College 
Library Anantnag, Kashmir” at 3rd International 
Conference of Asian Libraries (ICAL-2018) organized 
by Central University of Kashmir and Asian Library 
Association from August 6-8, 2018.

Mr. Rafiq Ahmad Rather attended a three day • 
workshop on “Integrating Content, Technology 
and Services to build Digital Library” organized 
by Allama Iqbal Library, University of Kashmir in 
collaboration with Informatics Publishing Limited 
Bengaluru from October 24-26, 2018.

Prof. Ashaq Hussain Parray, Assistant Professor, • 
Department of English attended three weeks Refresher 
Course in English at UGC-Human Resource 
Development Centre, University of Kashmir from 
from October 29 to November 18, 2018.

Dr. Nazar-ul-Islam, Assistant Professor, Department • 
of Islamic Studies participated in one week Faculty 
Development Program on Research Methodology 
from October 08 to 12, 2018 at Shri Mata Vaishno 
Devi University, Katra Jammu.

Dr. Nazar-ul-Islam delivered a lecture on “Religion • 
in the perspective of Peace and Violence” at Govt. 
Degree College, Kulgam on September 25, 2018.
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 Development Works

Year 2018 was very productive as the College Development 
Committee carried out a slew of activities during it and 
completed many projects envisaged in the earlier years. 
Among them, the notable works undertaken in 2018 
were:

Renovation of washrooms of the Department of • 
English, Department of Chemistry and Physical 
Education.

Construction of boundary wall on the rear side through • 
JKSICOP.

Taking over the Department of Electronics/Commerce • 
after complete reconstruction by R&B Division, 
Anantnag.

Taking over the newly constructed Women’s Hostel • 
from JKPCC.

Sealing of entry points from Gujjar hostel end by GI • 
sheets fixed on angle iron.

Complete upgrading, reinstalling of CCTVs in the • 
campus.

Replacement of broken windowpanes in college • 
library, various departments, sections and classroom 
blocks.

Complete plastering of RCC, painting and fixing of • 
iron grill around Fountain Park.

Repairing of iron mesh work around Botanical • 
Garden. 

Paint work of Principal’s Office Building.• 

Reviewed chain link, fencing from Biotechnology • 
Department to Botany Department.

Replacement of damaged doors of Block C.• 

Complete ridge work in the Department of Multimedia • 
and Mass communication and Department of 
Statistics.

RCC work near College Library.• 

Laying of concrete path to chowkidar quarters/store.• 

Laying of concrete path up to Admission Section.• 

Laying of concrete path at the rear side of Admission • 
Section as a facility for student.

Construction of pantry room in newly taken-over • 
Commerce department.

Repairing of boundary wall near Dak Bungalow gate. • 
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Department of Commerce

Leaving No Stone Unturned

As part of the B.Com 6th semester 
curriculum, the Department of Commerce 
organized an industrial tour to Industrial 
Growth Centre Lassipora Pulwama on 
August 02, 2018. The students were 
accompanied by three faculty members 
of the Department. The team was warmly 
welcomed by the Industrial Estate Manager 
who guided them at various units of the 
estate.
At the outset, the team visited the Golden 
Apple Processing Unit wherein the 
students got insights about the process 
Grading, Classifying, Packaging and 
Storage of Apples.
This was followed by a visit to Tanishq 
Metal Works, a Utensils Manufacturing 
Unit where diverse aspects of 
manufacturing utensils were discussed 
and exchange of suggestions took place.
Later, the students were taken to Sofi 
Fibres- Wool and Silk, a readymade 
garments manufacturing unit. The unit 
holder had a conversation with the team 
regarding the skills, technicalities, market 
share and financial viability of the unit.
The penultimate visit of the team was to 
Imperial Factory which is a first of its kind 
manufacturing unit of disposable items in 
J&K. The team gained familiarity with the 
technical aspects of the machinery used in 
the unit.  
The tour concluded with a visit to Haleeb 
Milk Processing Unit where the students 
got acquainted with the Processing of 
Dairy products like milk, curd, cheese 
etc.
The students appreciated the college for 
conducting the tour which was helpful for 
them in gaining insights into the industrial 
sector getting ideas for their future 
enterprises.
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Facilitating Future Entrepreneurs

Start-up India: Van-stop 
awareness programme

Startup India, a flagship initiative of Government 
of India, in collaboration with Department 
of Commerce and Management Studies of 
the College, conducted a van-stop awareness 
programme on October 3 in the campus. The 
motive of the programme was to apprise 
students about the startup ecosystem and provide 
mentorship to the budding entrepreneurs. 
The officers were warmly welcomed by the 
worthy Principal of the college, Prof Bashir 
Ahmad Rather. The officials from Start-up initiative apprised the students about Start-up India in detail and the 
subsequent benefits thereafter. The students were prompted to come up with innovative ideas for evaluation 
by an expert panel and concretized if found worthy. In line with this, an on the spot registration of almost 100 
students was done who showed an active interest to be a part of this initiative. The interaction was facilitated by 
Iftikhar Bashir Wani, Coordinator Start-up Yatra.

Start-up India organises 
workshop for College 
innovators

On October 15, Start-up India Yatra, J&K, 
in collaboration with Entrepreneurship 
Development Cell, University of Kashmir, J&K 
Entrepreneurship Development Institute (EDI), 
Pampore, and Institute of Technology, Zakura 
campus organised one-day workshop cum boot-
camp at Gandhi Bhawan in Kashmir University 
campus. 
The aspiring innovators of various departments 
of the College participated in the workshop-
cum-boot camp where the organizers facilitated 
participants by enlightening students about the importance of entrepreneurship in general and technology backed 
innovation in particular in the current startup ecosystem.
The programme was followed by a workshop conducted by Start-up India and later on participants from the 
College pitched their innovation ideas, which were given a warm hearing by the panel of experts. The idea 
pitching session concluded with pooling of ideas from the participants demanding further deliberations on 
subsequent merit-mentoring, legal assistance, and consultancy. 
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Subject Tours
Taking Education to a different level

Department of History
The Department of History conducted  subject tour on 
September 13, 2018. 65 students of BG 3rd and 4th 
semester were taken to historical sites of Parihaspora 
and Burzahama. The students were accompanied 
by Prof. Nisar Ahmad Kumar, Head, Department of 
History and other faculty members. Prof. Kowsar 
Ahmad Ganai briefed the students about historical 
significance of the sites. The students were thrilled by 
the tour and asked for continuation of such endeavours 
as they get firsthand knowledge of what they are taught 
in the classrooms.

Department of Zoology
The Department of Zoology conducted an educational 
tour to Pahalgam on July 28, 2018. 09 faculty members 
and 36 students participated in the tour. The main 
objective behind the activity was to educate students 
about the wildlife present in the area and to aware them 
about the conservation of endangered animal species.
The students were first taken to the Pahalgam Zoological 
Park, where Prof. Sabzar Ahmad Dar briefed them 
about the animals like black bear, leapord and Kashmiri 
stag present in the park. Then the students and faculty 
visited the Overa Aru wildlife Sanctuary, where Prof. 
Syed Javaid Hussain educated the students about the 
close interaction between flora and fauna of the said 
area and the need for conservation of wildlife species.

Department of Physics
The Department of Physics conducted a subject tour to 
High Altitude Research Laboratory (HARL), Gulmarg, 
Jammu and Kashmir on July 31, 2018. The students 
were given a detailed description of the research 
undergoing at the high altitude lab. The students learnt 
how the magnitude of horizontal component of earth’s 
magnetic field variation takes place if any disturbance 
takes place in the sun. The students visited the section 
of the research lab where this variation of horizontal 
component of earth’s magnetic field is measured. The 
students were also shown the neutron detector situated 
at the high altitude research lab at Gulmarg.
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Department of Botany
In tune with the prescribed curriculum, one day field 
trip was organised by the Department of Botany to 
Lidder Valley Pahalgam. The main objective of the 
tour was to familiarise the students with the flora and 
ecology of the region.
The group consisting of B. Sc. 1st Semester students 
was accompanied by staff of the Department of Botany. 
The students were taken to different locations with rich 
floristic diversity. The students were given information 
about different conifers growing in forests. Students 
also collected different medicinal and rare herbs for 
herbarium preparation. An important lecture on plant 
taxonomy and identification was also delivered which 
benefited the students and added to their knowledge. 

Department of Geology
The Department of Geology organized one-day 
geological tour along Lidder Valley on August 09, 
2018. The primary aim of the tour was to observe, 
experience and study the geology of Pahalgam. 
The main aspects to be observed and studied in the 
field tour were: 

Handling and use of Brandon compass for • 
measurement of dip and strike. 
Identification of fluvio-glacial landforms. • 
Identification and collection of fossils. • 

The students were taken to four locations in Lidder 
catchment to accomplish these objectives. 
Location 1: Langanbal
Located on the left side of the Anantnag-Pahalu 
road near Aishmuqam, sample collection was 
carried out and students were guided to record 
the general trend of rocks (Dip, strike) besides 
identification of rocks. Fossils of fern were 
collected from the deposit of river bed that belong 
to dogra slates, panjal traps (glomeroporphyretic 
texture). Different fluvio-glacial features where 
identified and explained to the students.
Location 2: Mammal Pahalgam
Land surface features are exposed in most of the 
mountain peaks of PIR Punjal ranges bordering 
Lidder valley. They owe their origin to Tethys sea. 
Location 3: Betab valley
Betaab valley is the part of the pahalagam area which 
came into existence during the post geo-synclinal 

stage of the development of the Himalayas, it lies 
between Pir Panjal and zanskar. 
Location 4: Freslum Nalla
Highly fossiliferous, samples of fenestrealla 
shale, belonging to the middle Carboniferous, 
were collected that added charm to our geology 
museum.
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Career Counselling
Setting right paths for students 

As is the norm, the Career Counselling Cell of the 
College had a very eventful year in which it organised 
several events and programmes focusing on the career 
choices and options for the students and helping them 
tread the right academic and professional paths. 

In the month of August, Career Counselling Cell • 
organised coaching classes for fresh graduates in 
various subjects from the college.

The Cell also organised entrance coaching classes • 
in various subjects for students who had cleared 
Semesters V and VI.

In September, a special lecture followed by • 
panel discussion on ‘Islamic Banking and Future 
Prospects’ was organised in which students of BBA, 
B.Com and Economics along with the members of 
Crescent Cooperative Bank participated in huge 
numbers.

The Cell organized a special lecture on • 
Firefighting Awareness in which the students were 
given a live demonstration of extinguishing fire 
in times of emergency. The students were also 
apprised of vulnerability of gas leakages and short 
circuits in domestic and industrial chores which 
can lead to disastrous fires.

A special interaction session cum lecture with • 
Mr. Akshay Kaul, an academic and professional in 
ecological planning and landscape architecture with 
27 years of work in India and USA was arranged 
by the Cell on December 04, 2018.  Mr. Kaul 
brilliantly displayed the mechanism of ecological 
planning vis-à-vis landscape designing in the state 
of Jammu and Kashmir.  The session was presided 
over by Principal of the college, Prof. Bashir 
Ahmad Rather, who along with guests, faculty 
members and students proactively discussed and 
deliberated on the issues related to landscape and 
ecological planning in J&K State. Mr.  Kaul in 
the end pined to work with the college students 
in future to aware them about the environment 
and its judicious exploitation to avoid any threat 
in future. Prof. Nazar-ul-Islam, Convenor Career 
Counselling Cell was the host for the session.

The college hosted J&K Combined Competitive • 
(Preliminary) Examination, 2018 conducted by 
J&K Public Service Commission on September 
16, 2018. 600 candidates appeared for the 
examination in the designated centre. Faculty/
staff of the college supervised the exam. 
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The Department of English organized two-weeks 
Language Skill(s) Development Course from September 
4-18, 2018 in the college conference hall. The course 
comprised of one hour daily lectures on different 
aspects of English Language. All the faculty members 
of the Department of English delivered lectures on 
varied themes like Letter Writing, Phonetics, Basic 
Grammar, Communication Skills, Paragraph/Essay 
Writing, Report Writing, Précis Writing, Speaking 
Strategies and Techniques, Reading Skills and many 
more to give the students an in-depth idea of improving 
language skills. The course was well appreciated by 
the participating students who urged the department  
for conducting more such courses in future.

Language Skills Development

On July 18, 2018, an important meeting was organised 
by the Dean Students Welfare Prof. Mohd. Suliman 
Dar with the CR’s of all the semesters of the College. 
The meeting was presided over by the worthy Principal 
of the College Professor Bashir Ahmad Rather. In 
the meet students were made aware about different 
welfare schemes and facilities available in the college 
and outside. The students were acquainted with the 
required knowledge of moral excellence, ethics and 
behavioural patterns that relate to their sound mental 
and physical development. The students were apprised 
with all the information that could help them to exploit 
and utilise the resources and facilities available in the 
college. The meeting focused on the areas falling under 
the domain of DSW who in turn assured the CRs of all 
possible support in helping them out.

Let’s Talk

Building Digital Library
The College has been earnestly working to provide most 
advanced library facilities to its students. In line with this, 
Rafiq Ahmad Rather (College Librarian) and Nisar Ali 
Wani (Library Assistant) were deputed to attend three-
day workshop on “Integrating Content, Technology and 
Service to build digital library: a special focus on libraries 
in Jammu and Kashmir” organised by Allama Iqbal 

Library, University of Kashmir, between October 24 to 
26.
The workshop proved very useful as hands-on training was 
conducted on KOHA software which the college’s Central 
Library has been using since 2015. All the issues related to 
different modules of the KOHA software were discussed 
with the resource persons and successfully resolved.
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Akin to the first half of the year 2018, the second 
one too was very lively and confidence-boosting for 
the students as the Department of Physical Education 
organised and participated in various sports events 
bringing many more laurels for the institution.
The second half of the year began with the Department 
of Physical Education providing ground facilities for 
organization of Mirza Ghalib Cricket Tournament 
2018. The tournament began on July 22 with 120 
cricket teams from South Kashmir participating 
in it. The College Cricket team participated in the 
tournament and is presently well-placed in the quarter-

finals stage. 
The College Cricket team also participated in 
Prof. Yousuf Memorial Cricket Tournament 
2018 organised by Islamia College of Science 
and Commerce Srinagar from September 19 
to October 20. The team managed to reach 
the quarter-finals stage. 
The team also participated in Inter-College 
Cricket Tournament organized by University 
of Kashmir from September 20 and 
managed to reach the quarter-finals stage. 
Five players of the College Cricket Team 
were shortlisted for selection to represent 
University of Kashmir in North India Zone 
Inter-University Tournament on November 
01. 

The College Volleyball team was among the top 
performers in month-long ‘Rasul Mir inter-college 
volleyball tournament’ organised from July 27 to 
August 25, 2018. The college team ended up as 
runner-ups of the tournament, which was organized by 
Government Degree College, Dooru.
The Volleyball team proved its mettle by winning 
the Inter College Volleyball tournament organised 
by University of Kashmir from July 29, 2018. The 
team was again declared winners in the 3rd Shurida 
Memorial Volleyball Tournament organised by GDC 

Shopian from September 5 to 23, 2018.
On August 4 and 7 respectively, the College 
Badminton team participated in 1st Chinar 
inter-college tournament 2018 organised 
by GDC Bijbehara and District Anantnag 
Badminton Tournament 2018 organised by 
Anantnag Badminton Association. It also 
participated in the Inter-College Badminton 
Tournament 2018 organised by University 
of Kashmir from September 07. 
Ten athletes of the College participated 
in ‘Run for Peace,’ a state level marathon 
organised by J&K Police on September 2. 
The athletes performed exceptionally well 
bagging 2nd, 5th and 8th positions in the 
marathon. 

Sports – Bringing more laurels for 
the college
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On September 8, five more athletes of the college 
participated in cross country run organized by J&K 
State Sports Council bagging 6th and 8th positions in 
a tight contest. 
The Department of Physical Education provided 
ground facilities for organizing Hockey Tournament 
by Behram Shah Hockey Club from August 28, 2018. 
The Department also organised 2nd edition of Kashmir 
Division Inter College T20 Cricket tournament 2018 
which began from September 06.
With an aim to provide equal opportunities to the 
specially-abled kids, the Department of Physical 
Education provided ground facility as well as logistic 
support to Zeba Appa Institute for Specially Abled 
students from September 10. 

The College also provided the ground as well as 
indoor hall facilities to District Karate-Do-Association 
for organising district level Judo championship from 
September 15. 
The College Football Team participated in Inter-
College Football Tournament 2018 organised by 
University of Kashmir from September 26 to October 
01 and managed to reach the quarter-finals state.
The Hockey team from the college participated in 
Inter-College Hockey Tournament 2018 organised 
by University of Kashmir from September 11, 
2018. In October, the College also provided ground 
facility for organisation of Hockey Tournament 
(under 17, boys’ category) under the aegis of Khelo 
India Scheme. 
In November, five members of the College Hockey 
Team were selected to represent the University 
of Kashmir in North India Zone Inter-University 

Tournament 2018. 
College Kabbadi Team participated in Inter-
College Kabbadi Tournament 2018 organized by the 
University from October 5 to 8. The team reached 
the semi-final stage. Earlier in August, the Kabaddi 
team had also participated in Inter College Kabbadi 
Tournament organised by GDC Pulwama. One player 
of College Kabbadi Team was selected to represent 
University of Kashmir at North India Zone Inter-
University level on October 11, 2018.
In Athletics, the college received more laurels as 
two of its athletes were selected by University of 
Kashmir to represent the varsity in Inter-University 
Cross Country Run 2018 held at Hyderabad. Majid 
Ashraf Ganai, a brilliant athlete and student of the 
College, excelled in the event. He became the first 
athlete from University of Kashmir to finish the race 
and rank among the top 300.
The Department of Physical Education also 
conducted a selection-cum-coaching program for 
creation of Badminton Team (women) to participate 
in Inter-College Badminton tournament organised 
by GDC Bijbehara.
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